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the great ecclesiastical estates from which most of the documents emanate had
little or no reason to carry on trade, and on the other we have no documents
directly handed down to us from the merchants and traders and from those
circles of the population among whom such business was presumably carried on.
And the ephemeral character of such documents is in the nature of things, as
H. Brunner first remarked with special reference to the cautio1: "it was legally
intended to be destroyed."
For this pre-Carolmgian age we can put the matter to the test. The preser-
vation of Gregory of Tours' works, affording, as they do, a vivid picture of
conditions in Gaul, has added greatly to our knowledge of that country at this
period. Similarly, Cassiodorus' Faria, and the works of Procopms in the sixth
century yield much rich material respecting Italy. The distorted picture given
by many economic historians even in recent times is partly due to the fact that
they did not take the trouble to examine these comprehensive works.
1 " Zur Geschichte u. Dogmatik der Wertpapiere," Zeitschr. f. d. ges. Handekrecht, xxii, 69.